TOWN OF MUNSTER, INDIANA
LOCAL DISASTER EMERGENCY DECLARATION
DECLARATION NO. 2026-01

WHEREAS, Indiana Code § 10-14-3-29 authorizes the principal executive officer of a
political subdivision to declare a local disaster emergency;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Indiana Code § 36-5-2-2, the President of the Town Council serves
as the executive of the Town of Munster;

WHEREAS, on or about August 11, 2026, the Town of Munster and surrounding areas
experienced severe thunderstorm weather, including winds reportedly reaching
approximately ninety (90) miles per hour, resulting in widespread damage and hazardous
conditions; and

WHEREAS, the storm event caused or threatened to cause damage to public infrastructure,
public facilities, utilities, trees, streets, rights-of-way, and private property, requiring
extraordinary emergency response and recovery efforts; and

WHEREAS, the conditions resulting from the storm constitute an occurrence or imminent
threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss of life or property requiring activation
of local emergency management resources;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Joseph Hofferth, President of the Town Council and Town Executive of
the Town of Munster, Indiana, hereby declare that a Local Disaster Emergency exists
within the Town of Munster pursuant to Indiana Code 8§ 10-14-3-29.

ITIS FURTHER DECLARED THAT:

1. The Town's emergency management and disaster response plans are hereby
activated.

2. All appropriate Town departments and personnel are authorized and directed to
take actions necessary to respond to and recover from the effects of the disaster.

3. The Town shall undertake all necessary measures to protect life, safety, health, and
property and to document damages and costs associated with the disaster.

4. The Town may seek assistance from county, state, and federal agencies as
appropriate.

5. This Declaration shall take effect immediately upon execution.



6. Pursuantto Indiana Code § 10-14-3-29, this Declaration shall remain in effect
unless earlier terminated and may not continue beyond seven (7) days without the
consent of the Town Council.

7. Pursuant to Indiana Code § 10-14-3-29 (d), the political subdivision may not prohibit
individuals engaged in employment necessary to: (1) maintain a safe rail system; (2)
restore utility service; or (3) provide any other emergency public service, from
traveling on the highways within the political subdivision during the local disaster
emergency.

DECLARED this 12th day of August 2026.

4 José’g tlfl'(:'}\‘}ér’ch, President, Town Council,
“" Town 6f Munster, Indiana




