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To: Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals 

 
From: Tom Vander Woude, Planning Director   
 
Meeting Date:  October 13, 2020  
 
Agenda Item:   BZA Docket No. 20-013  
   
Hearing:   PRELIMINARY HEARING 
 
Summary:  Kevin Kish requesting a developmental standards variance from Table 26-

6.405.A-9 to permit the installation of a barbed wire fence around a boat and rv 
storage yard at 9300 Kennedy Court 

 
Applicant:   Kevin W. Kish 
 
Property Address:  9300 Kennedy Ct.  
 
Current Zoning:  SD-M Manufacturing Special District 
 
Adjacent Zoning:  North: SD-M 

 South:  SD-M 
  East: SD-M 
  West: SD-PUD 
 
Action Requested:   Schedule public hearing  
 
Additional Actions Required:  Approval of Variances  
   Findings of Fact 
    
Staff Recommendation:  Schedule public hearing 
 
Attachments:   BZA 20-013 variance application 
  Undated subdivision plat provided by applicant 
  Photos of property provided by applicant 
  Munster Police Report dated 8.30.20 provided by applicant 
  Reeves Fence Services Itemized Estimate for barbed wire installation 
  Kish Crematory site plan prepared by Torrenga Surveying LLC dated 

March 16, 2004 

http://www.munster.org/
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Figure 1: Subject property highlighted in blue.  

BACKGROUND 
 
Kevin Kish, the owner of the property at 9300 Kennedy Court, has applied for a variance to install barbed 
wire on the existing 8’ tall chain link fence that surrounds the Regional Boat & RV Storage yard. The subject 
property contains both the storage yard and a crematorium operated by the owner and is adjacent to two 
freight rail lines.   
 
The petitioner has stated in his application that RVs in the storage yard were recently broken into and he 
is seeking the barbed wire to prevent further break-ins. The applicant has provided a Munster Police 
report as evidence of the break-in.  
 
In January 2005, the Board of Zoning Appeals approved multiple variances to permit the storage yard. 
These include reducing the parking setback, permitting a gravel parking surface, permitting unscreened 
outdoor storage, and waiving the need for parking area landscaping.  The variances were granted upon 
the conditions that an 8’ fence be installed around the property, the Town Engineer approve the gravel 
parking surface, and that no signage for the storage facility be installed.  
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Staff notes that the property owner has installed a sign for the storage yard.  
 
 
 

 
Figure 2: View of property from Kennedy Court 

DISCUSSION 
 
A single variance is being requested in connection with this project.  

Code Section   Standard Permitted Proposed 

Table 26-6.405.A-9 Private Landscaping and 

Fencing – Allowed 

materials 

Natural wood – permitted 

Brick or stucco over masonry – 

permitted 

Wrought iron or Aluminum – 

permitted 

Chain Link – Permitted 

Barbed/razor/electric – Not 

Permitted 

Barbed wire 

 
VARIANCE STANDARDS 
 
The variance process is established to provide relief to a property owner when, due to unique 
circumstances, compliance with the zoning code imposes a hardship or practical difficulty on a property 
owner.  The BZA is under no obligation to grant a variance.  It is the petitioner’s responsibility to prove a 
hardship or practical difficulty. The BZA should ask the petition to address the criteria listed below.   
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Sec. 26-6.804.I of the Munster Zoning Code states that the basis for a variance is as follows:  
 
g. General Standards. 

A Variance may be granted only if the Decision-Making Authority has made the following 
determinations for such Variance: 
 

i. the practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships that would be incurred by strict application 
of the Use or Development standard, as applicable, are unique and not shared by all 
properties in the vicinity and are not self-imposed; 

ii. such Variance is the minimum Variance that will relieve such practical difficulties or 
unnecessary hardships, as applicable; 

iii. such Variance is in the spirit of the general purposes and intent of this Article as stated in 
Division 1; and 

iv. such Variance is so designed as to provide reasonable consideration to, among other things, 
the character of the neighborhood, District, or Civic Zone, the conservation of property values 
in the vicinity, and the guidance of Development in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan. 

 
h. Specific to Development standards Variances: 

A Variance from Development Standards may be approved or approved with conditions only if: 
 
i.  it will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the 

community; 
ii. the use and value of the area Adjacent to the property included in the Variance will not be 

affected in a substantially adverse manner; and 
iii. the strict application of the Development standards will result in practical difficulties in the 

use of the property. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Board of Zoning Appeals may wish to consider the following motion:  
 
Motion to schedule a public hearing for BZA Docket No. 20-013. 
























