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To:  Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals 

 
From:  Tom Vander Woude, Planning Director   
 
Date:  June 4, 2020  
 
Re: PUBLIC HEARING 
 
                              BZA Docket No. 20-006 Andrew and Carly Olczak requesting a variance from Sec.26-

151(a)(1) of the Munster Municipal Code to reduce the required side property line setback 
for a swimming pool to 3 feet to install a swimming pool in the rear yard at 8316 Castle 
Drive.    

 

 
Applicant:   Andrew and Carly Olczak 
 

Property Address:  8316 Castle Drive 
 
Current Zoning:  CD-3.R-1 Dwelling House District 
 
Adjacent Zoning:  North:  CD-3.R-1  

 South:  CD-3.R-1 
  East: CD-3.R-1   
  West: CD-3.R-2 
 

Action Requested:   Approve variance  
 
Additional Actions Required:  Approve Findings of Fact 
 
Attachments:   Variance application 
  Surveyor location report prepared by Professional Land Surveying, PC  

dated 6/12/2014 with location of proposed swimming pool and existing 
playset drawn in 

  Photos of subject property  
 
Background 
 
Preliminary hearing held on May 12, 2020 
 
Property owners Andrew and Carly Olczak are seeking a variance from Sec.26-151(a)(1) of the Munster 
Municipal Code to reduce the required side property line setback for a swimming pool to 3 feet to install an 
aboveground swimming pool in the rear yard at 8316 Castle Drive.  
 
The applicants are proposing to install an aboveground 16’x32’ pool. Their yard is bisected by an 
underground electric line, which is shown on the attached drawing. The Indiana Residential Electrical Code 
prohibits the outer wall of a swimming pool from being placed within 5ft of an underground electrical line.  
 
The Munster swimming pool ordinance states the following:  
 
Sec.26-151(a)(1) 
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No swimming pool shall be placed nearer to the rear or side property line, excluding easements, than five 
feet. 
To maintain the minimum separation from the electric line, the applicants are proposing to install the pool 
3 feet from the side lot line. The proposed location meets all other setback requirements.  
 
 
Discussion 
 
The swimming pool ordinance is not part of the zoning code, but it provides that the board of zoning appeals 
may grant variances that do not conflict with the purpose of the article. This is a lower bar than a zoning 
variance.   
 
Sec. 26-102. - Purpose of article. 

(a) The purpose of this article is to create a legal framework for a comprehensive town policy on the 
construction, operation and maintenance of swimming pools. With this concept in mind, this 
article is adopted for the following purposes: 
(1) Preserve, protect and promote the public health, safety and welfare. 
(2) Protect the general public from damage and/or injury which may be caused by the faulty and 

uncontrolled construction or maintenance of swimming pools. 
(3) Preserve the value of adjoining private property. 

 
(b) It is the intent of this article that the board of zoning appeals may permit individual variances 

when the request for variance from this article is not in conflict with this statement of purpose.  
(Code 1985, § 25-2) 
 
 
Staff notes the following:  

1. All other accessory structures are required to have a minimum 3’ setback from the side property 
line.  

2. A 36” impervious walkway is required to be installed around the pool.  
 
 









View of pool location from east



View of pool location from west



Distance from existing gas line to proposed pool (stake)



Close up distance from existing gas line to proposed pool (stake)



Distance from side lot line to proposed pool (stake)



Close up distance from existing gas line to proposed pool (stake)



Distance from wall in neighbor’s rear yard to proposed pool 
(stake)



Close up distance from wall in neighbor’s rear yard to proposed 
pool (stake)


