ORDINANCE 1791
EXHIBIT A
Excerpts from Chapter 1 of the

Accounting and Uniform Compliance Guidelines Manual for Cities and Towns
of the State Board of Accounts

Credit Cards

The SBOA will not take exception to the use of credit cards by a unit provided the
following criteria are observed:

1. The governing body must authorize credit card use through an ordinance/resolution, which
has been approved in a meeting and documented in the minutes.

2. Issuance and use must be handled by an official or employee designated by the governing
body.

3. The purposes for which the credit card may be used must be specifically stated in the
ordinance/resolution.

4, When the purpose for which the credit card has been issued has been accomplished, the card
must be returned to the custody of the responsible person.

5. The designated responsible official or employee must maintain an accounting system or log
which would include the names of individuals requesting usage of the cards, their position,
estimated amounts to be charged, fund and account numbers to be charged, date the card is
issued and returned.

6. Credit cards must not be used to bypass the accounting system. One reason that purchase
orders are issued is to provide the fiscal officer with the means to encumber and track
appropriations to provide the governing body and other officials with timely and accurate
accounting information and monitoring of the accounting system.

7. Payment cannot be made on the basis of a statement or a credit card slip only. Procedures
for payments must be no different than for any other claim. Supporting documents such as
paid bills and receipts must be available. Additionally, any interest or penalty incurred due
to late filing or furnishing of documentation by an officer or employee may be the personal
obligation of the responsible officer or employee.

8. If authorized, an annual fee may be paid.



