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Zoning 101



comprehensive Plan

A Comprehensive Plan is:

• A long range policy document 

• Establishes a vision for the Town

• Provides policy guidance for growth & 
development

• Contains action items directed at the Town to 
implement the vision.



comprehensive Plan



MUNSTER’S comprehensive Plan Goals

• Promote sustainable growth

• Support transit as critical to a prosperous Town

• Create a legacy of unique parks and open spaces

• Grow as a hub of the regional trail system

• Strengthen infrastructure to meet future needs

• Redevelop old areas as walkable, mixed use centers



WHAT IS ZONING?

• The Town uses Zoning to group land into 
different areas, or zones, with different 
rules about what you build or do in each 
one. 

• Zoning doesn't actually build anything, it 
just guides and limits what people can build 
in different zones.



Project kick-off

Over 

100
participants at 

the project kick-off



Planapalooza week



Opening workshop



Opening workshop

Over 

40
participants at 

the opening presentation & 
public workshop…



Technical meetings



Technical meetings

…Over

40
participants in 

roundtable meetings…



Sunday market



Sunday market

…Over

60
residents at the farmer’s 

market



Sunday market



Sunday market

Live work

mixed-use buildings

Corner stores

Single-family homes

Accessory units rowhouses



Sunday market



Sunday market



Sunday market



Sunday market



Consolidated map



Consolidated map

• Community park is great

• Nice dog park at centennial park

• Great schools

• Fitness point – nice campus facility

• Pleasant neighborhoods

• Great medical facilities

• Library is super



Consolidated map
• Turning lane needed on calumet avenue

• More grocery shopping needed

• New business tech

• Better design of buildings in several locations

• Expand parks and green spaces

• New park equipment needed

• Transit line would be helpful

• Undeveloped areas have potential

• Sidewalks needed in various locations

• New buildings should have cohesive look

• Sustainability measures: solar panels, energy 
efficiency in buildings, etc.



Consolidated map
• Traffic issues along calumet

• Lack of sidewalks that connect to bike paths in 
some locations (safe routes to school)

• Develop town hall area

• community park – too many ball parks

• Crowded neighborhoods – calumet & 30th

• Some intersections are difficult for pedestrian

• Too much parking in certain areas

• Visual improvements in several areas

• Improve walkability 

• Create a walkable downtown



Modernizing the code



Establishing character districts

Cd-1 Cd-2 Cd-3 Cd-4 Cd-5Natural
ZONE

Rural
ZONE

Sub-urban
ZONE

General Urban
ZONE

Urban Center
ZONE



Zoning translation



ACTIVITY NODES



ACTIVITY NODES



ACTIVITY NODES



PRECEDENT exploration



PRECEDENT exploration: VALPARAISO



PRECEDENT exploration: VALPARAISO



PRECEDENT exploration: Orland park



PRECEDENT exploration: frankfort



PRECEDENT exploration: frankfort



PRECEDENT exploration: Naperville



PRECEDENT exploration : Naperville



PRECEDENT exploration: Saratoga springs



PRECEDENT exploration : Saratoga springs



CHARACTER DISTRICT standards– sub-urban CD-3: neighborhood 



CD-3 r-1: neighborhood – 70’ lot one family residence 



CD-3 r-2: neighborhood – 60’ lot one family residence 



CD-3 r-3: neighborhood – 60’ lot one and two family residence 



CD-4 A: General urban A 



CD-4 A: General urban A 



CD-4 r-4: General urban – multifamily residence 



CD-4 B: General urban B



CD-5: urban Center 



Cz: civic zone



transformations



Suburban retrofit: Gas station



Suburban retrofit: bank



Suburban retrofit: pharmacy



Suburban retrofit: Restaurant 



specific Planning in Small Area Plans



specific Planning in Small Area Plans



specific Planning in Small Area Plans



specific Planning in Small Area Plans



specific Planning in Small Area Plans



specific Planning in Small Area Plans



specific Planning in Small Area Plans



specific Planning in Small Area Plans



specific Planning in Small Area Plans



Timeline & next steps



Project schedule

WE ARE HERE
JULY 26-30 – PLANAPALOOZA!



Next steps

• Zoning Map

• Character District metrics + standards

• Building Types

• Frontage Types

• Client Draft of the Code – Fall 2018

• Public Draft of the Code – Early 2019

• Adoption of the Code – Spring 2019



Stay involved and connected



Let’s chat!



PLANAPALOOZA 
closing NIGHT

Town	of	
Munster,	IN

J u L Y 3 0 ,  2 0 1 8


