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INTRODUCTIONs
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Gorica zivak EMILY WRIGHT

Meet The Team



Where we Work



National 
Experience 

&
Local Expertise

• Citizens are the experts
• Impartial third party
• No preconceived notions

Partnering with the Community



How can we improve livability?

• High quality development

• Walkable pedestrian environment

• Neighborhood connectivity

• Mixed use centers

• Variety of housing types

• Civic space & community amenities



1. Where are you Trying To Go?

4. Where is the Bathroom?

3. What Seat are you Sitting In?

2. What Time is your Flight?



Zoning 101



comprehensive Plan

A Comprehensive Plan is:

• A long range policy document 

• Establishes a vision for the Town

• Provides policy guidance for growth & 
development

• Contains action items directed at the Town to 
implement the vision.



comprehensive Plan



MUNSTER’S comprehensive Plan Goals

• Promote sustainable growth

• Support transit as critical to a prosperous Town

• Create a legacy of unique parks and open spaces

• Grow as a hub of the regional trail system

• Strengthen infrastructure to meet future needs

• Redevelop old areas as walkable, mixed use centers



WHAT IS ZONING?

• The Town uses Zoning to group land into 
different areas, or zones, with different 
rules about what you build or do in each 
one. 

• Zoning doesn't actually build anything, it 
just guides and limits what people can build 
in different zones.



Creating complete communities

WALKABLE
(The average American will walk approximately 5 min or a ¼ mile.)

Compact
(Daily Needs, Light Retail, Corner Store, Office)

Mixed-use
(Preserving the most scenic and natural areas and developing other 
areas densely.

diverse
(Because off the mix of  housing types there is diversity of incomes, 
ages and types of people.)



Modernizing the code



What will a modernized code do?

• Protects most-loved parts of the city

• Enhances areas that need improvement

• Creates more predictable outcomes

• Creates something for everyone & the right     
place for everything

• Balances all modes of transportation

• Enhances economic viability of the area

• Easier to use & administer



Synoptic surveys

• Determine which neighborhoods exemplify each transect/ character zone
• Measure
• Calculate
• Analyze
• recalibrate
• Survey multiple examples of each zone to calculate averages
• Survey multiple zones at once to see differences & variations



Zoning translation



Incorporating Patterns: Frontage types



Incorporating Patterns: Frontage types



Incorporating Patterns: Building types



Incorporating Patterns: Building types



Codifying Patterns: Sign standards



Codifying Patterns: civic spaces



Codifying Patterns: thoroughfares



Use standards

Use Standards



CLEAR & COMPELLING Code Documents

Revised  Existing  Code

+
New CHARACTER-Based  Elements

=
New  MUNSTER CODE



What we’ve learned



What do you like most about Munster?

• The community
• Quantity & quality of parks & open spaces
• Great schools
• Family-friendly neighborhoods
• Safe community, low crime rate
• Affordable place to live compared to the region
• Close to Chicago



• Not easy to administer

• Too much subjectivity in review and approval process

• Complicated development review process

• Discourages development

• Not user-friendly

• Not enough regulation of building 
appearance/materials

• Too many PUDs and variances

• Lots of nonconformances

• Traffic issues, especially on Calumet

• Lack of proper “gateways” to Munster

What are perceived challenges of the current zoning?



What should be the goals of the new zoning ordinance?

• Be consistent with the goals of the Comprehensive Plan

• Ensure high quality development

• Distinguish Munster from neighboring communities

• Accommodate transit-oriented development if train stations are built

• Enable high-quality mixed use development

• Be clear, predictable and user-friendly

• Be easy to administer

• Reduce subjectivity in review and approval process

• Attract younger residents

• Encourage a wider variety of housing options and building types

• Improved connectivity for walking and biking



What should be the goals of the new zoning ordinance?

• No New Development 

• No New People



Discussion topics: where is the center of munster?
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?
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?



Discussion topics: character of development



Discussion topics: GROWTH



Discussion topics: GROWTH



Discussion topics: GROWTH



meetings: Multi-Modal Transportation & TOD

TOMORROW
9:00am-10:00am
Town  Hall



meetings: CORRIDORS AND STREETS (RIDGE/CALUMET)

TOMORROW
10:30am-11:30am
Town  Hall



meetings: architects/engineers/planners/designers

TOMORROW
12:00pm-1:00pm
Town  Hall



meetings: land owners/developers/business owners

TOMORROW
2:00pm-3:00pm
Town  Hall



meetings: neighborhoods

TOMORROW
3:30Pm-4:30PM
Town  Hall



Essence of MUNster



Timeline & next steps



Project schedule

WE ARE HERE
JULY 26-30 – PLANAPALOOZA!



Planapalooza!

Open studio Friday to Monday

The

TPUDC
TM



tECHNICAL MEETINGS: ALL DAY FRIDAY 



Farmers Market – Sunday 8am-2PM



WORK-IN-PROGRESS PRESENTATION: MONDAY 7PM-8:30PM



Stay involved and connected



Let’s chat!



Workshop table exercise!
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