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MUNSTER BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
MINUTES OF REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

Meeting Date: June 14, 2016 
Date of Approval: _____________ 

 

Call to Order: A regular business meeting of the Munster Board of Zoning Appeals, was held in Munster 
Town Hall, Munster, Indiana on June 14, 2016.  The meeting convened at 7:00 pm, Chairman Jonathan 
Petersen presiding, and Beth Miller, secretary. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Members in Attendance: 
Daniel Buksa 
Sharon Mayer 
Roland Raffin 
Stuart Friedman 
Chairman Jonathan Petersen 
 
 

Staff Present: 
David Wickland (Attorney) 
Dustin Anderson (Town Manager) 
Beth Miller (Executive Secretary) 
Craig Hendrix (Town Engineer) 
 
 
 

Others Present: 
Dave Nellans (Town Council 
Liaison) 
 
Members Absent: 
None. 
 

 
Approval of Minutes:  

Motion: Mr. Friedman moved to approve minutes as presented from May 10, 2016 meeting of 
the Munster Board of Zoning Appeals.  
Second: Mr. Buksa seconded the motion. 
Vote: Yea—5 Nay—0      Abstain—0 
Resolved: Minutes from the Regular Meeting on May 10, 2016 were approved with no 
modifications. 

 
Preliminary Hearings:  

a. Petition BZA 16-005 – 822 Ridge Road, Millco—requesting variance in height of monument sign. 
 
The Petitioner, Mike Lanovich of Landmark Signs, was present.  The sign will be constructed of 
natural stone, the Board requested samples of the materials.  The sign sits outside of the 30’ 
sight triangle which was requested by Staff.  The main body of the sign where the copy is 
located is a height of 5’-10” and there is a decorative pillar that is 7’-0” in height. The Board 
asked what the reason was for this height.  The Petitioner stated that to get the sign off the 
ground enough for base planting and snow but still keep a large enough copy area, the sign 
needed the additional 10” in height.  The Board is wary of granting a variance on a newly 
approved sign ordinance.  The Board stated that they would like to see the highest point at the 
5’-0” required in the new ordinance.  The Board also requested a construction detail of the sign. 
 
Discussion was held. 
 
Motion: Mr. Buksa moved to set the petition for Public Hearing.  
Second: Mr. Friedman seconded the motion. 



P a g e  2 | 4 

 

Vote: Yea—5 Nay—0      Abstain—0  
Resolved: Motion carries. 
 

Public Hearings:  
a. Petition BZA 16-002 – Ben Mollin, 1515 Ridge Road – requesting variance to erect a fence in the 

front yard to enclose the front stoop. 
 

The Petitioner, Gae Mollin, was present.  Ms. Mollin stated that they are requesting to have a 
fenced and gated area around the front stoop as to keep her young grandson safe since they 
have already lost two dogs who have run out into traffic.  She also stated that their home is 
located closer to Ridge Road than any of the other homes.  A section of the fence was already 
installed, which Ms. Mollin believes improves the curb appeal of the home.  This portion was 
approved by the Building Department.  However, what was approved by the Building 
Department and stated on the permit was not what was installed.  Ms. Mollin stated that she 
was made aware of this and that it will be fixed. 
 
Mr. Wickland stated that the Publication and Notification is in order. 
 
Chairman Petersen opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Mr. David Nellans, 1535 Ridge Road, stated that he was familiar with the council at the time of 
the fence ordinance.  He was also disappointed at the Building Department for not reviewing 
this properly.  He and the Town Attorney, Mr. Wickland, measured the fence which is taller and 
in a longer aggregate length than what is allowed by ordinance and what is stated on the 
permit.  This is not a landscape element, it has a purpose, to gate the door, and should not be 
considered a landscape fence.  Mr. Nellans also has young grandchildren and has updated the 
door locks.  He believes that this update would be sufficient.  He believes that the way they have 
enclosed the walkway is too narrow.  This fence also does not match any of the other decorative 
fencing in the area as it is a wooden dog-eared style fence, which does not fit with the character 
of the rest of the neighborhood.  There was also no follow up inspection from the Building 
Department. 
 
There was no other public comment.  Chairman Petersen closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Staff stated that the portion of fence that was applied for and approved was legal.  This portion 
was not a part of the variance and could be built and approved by the Building Department.  
Unfortunately, what was installed was neither approved nor in accordance to the ordinance.   
 
The Board stated that they believe this sets a negative precedent for the rest of Munster and 
requested that other options on the interior of the home be looked into.  The Petitioner stated 
that they have already updated interior locks but are still worried.  She stated that even with 
updated locks, a dog could still get loose when the door was opened for a visitor and the gate 
would prevent a dog or child from running into the road.  The Board stated that if the gate was 
left open, then this does not prevent an animal or child from running to the road.  Ms. Mollin 
believes that having the gated area will provide enough of an obstacle to grab an escaping dog 
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before it runs into the road and that her and her son have a great desire to keep the young boy 
safe.  The Board stated that the section that was installed looks like a cattle run.   
 
Mr. Friedman recommended continuing the petition to give the Petitioner time to address the 
fence.  Mr. Buksa stated that he believes this is an unattractive fence and believes that the two 
existing doors and additional locks are sufficient to keep the child safe. 

 
Motion: Mr. Friedman moved to continue the petition to the August meeting.  
Second: Mr. Raffin seconded the motion. 
Vote: Yea—3 Nay—2 (Buksa, Petersen)      Abstain—0  
Resolved: Motion carries. 

 
b. Petition BZA 16-004 – Basil Herbeck, 8950 W. Delaware – requesting a side yard variance for a 

car port. 
 
The Petitioners, Amanda Herbeck, was present.  The Petitioner did not provide the proof of 
notification.  The Petition must return to the July meeting with the proper notification to have 
the Public Hearing. 

 
Motion: Mr. Buksa moved to continue to July meeting.  
Second: Mrs. Mayer seconded the motion. 
Vote: Yea—5 Nay—0      Abstain—0  
Resolved: Motion carries. 

 
Findings of Fact:  

b. Petition BZA 16-002 – Ben Mollin, 1515 Ridge Road – requesting variance to erect a fence in the 
front yard to enclose the front stoop. 

 
No action was taken at this time. 

 
c. Petition BZA 16-004 – Basil Herbeck, 8950 W. Delaware – requesting a side yard variance for a 

car port. 
 
No action was taken at this time. 

 
Old Business:  

a. None. 
 
Additional Items for Discussion:  

a. None. 
Next Meeting: Chairman Petersen announced that the next regular business meeting will be July 12, 
2016 at 7:00 pm. 
 
Adjournment: 

Motion: Mr. Friedman moved to adjourn the meeting. 
Second: Mr. Buksa seconded the motion. 
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Vote: Yea—5 Nay—0      Abstain—0  
Resolved: Motion carries. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:57 pm. 

 
 
________________________________________ _________________________ 
Executive Secretary Beth Miller    Date of Approval 
Munster Board of Zoning Appeals 
 
________________________________________ _________________________ 
Chairman Jonathan Petersen    Date of Approval 
Munster Board of Zoning Appeals 


