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It feels like that all I ever do anymore in my reports is talk about the weather. We seem
to be in a continual pattern of rain every few days, get things in shape, and then it rains
again. This is one of the first golf seasons that I can remember in which we mowed
rough the entire year. Usually during the summer, grass growth and mowing slow down.
This year has certainly showed us otherwise.

At the time of this report, the golf course maintenance staff has completed green aeration.
The green aeration was done on August 27 by an outside contractor. Aeration is a very
important practice that is necessary in order to maintain quality turf. We have also
aerated half of the golf course tees. I am hoping that the weather will dry out so that we
can finish this task in the next week. Upon completing the tees, we will begin aeration of
the golf course fairways. We are looking at the possibility of whether or not we will be
pulling cores or not. If we pull cores from the fairways, cleanup becomes very
challenging due to shortage of staff and also the weather. I plan to make a decision soon
as to how we are going to do the fairways.

The maintenance staff has spent many hours working on the sand traps this year. With
each rain event that we have had, the sand continually washes down from our steep faces.
We are also having almost every trap starting to hold water after such events. Repairing
sand traps will take anywhere from a few days to an entire week depending upon how
much rain we receive. Traps are becoming a nightmare in that they are requiring all
maintenance staff to work on them in order to make them playable.

I will be attending the Chicago District Golf Association Field Day on Thursday,
September 11, 2014 in Lemont, lllinois. This will be a good opportunity to get educated
on current research, new products, and also to look at results from the research that is
being conducted at the Golf House.



