TO:

CC:

M Lo <1

MEMORANDUM
President and Members of the Town Council

Chairman and Members of the Plan Commission
Chairman and Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals

FROM: Clay Johnson, Assistant Town Manager Q/

MEETING
DATE: June 10, 2014
RE: Request for Allowance of Temporary Signs

Recently, the Town Council instructed the staff to interpret the sign code strictly as it pertains to
temporary banners, pennants, etc. This includes Town/Park Event, other charitable, educational, and
non-profit organizations throughout Town. This action has negatively impacted not only how the Parks
department informs the residents of community events, programs, and other activities, but also other
non-profit groups have been denied signage for Town events strictly reading the code.

Currently the temporary sign code for R-1, R-2, and R-3 districts reads:

Temporary signs announcing or advertising any educational, charitable, philanthropic, civic,
religious or other campaign drive, movement or event, for a period not to exceed 21 days
preceding the event. Such signs shall be removed within five days following the event. The
location of such signs shall be limited to the boundaries of the property where the event is to
take place. The total gross aggregate area of such signs shall be limited to 20 square feet. Signs
may be two-faced, with each face not more than 20 square feet in gross area, so long as the
internal angle between the two faces does not exceed 60 degrees. A sign permit is required.
Temporary all-weather banners announcing any civic, educational, charitable, cultural or
community event may be permitted on designated light standards within the right-of~way of
Ridge Road and/or Calumet Avenue in or near the commercial district upon written approval of
the town manager. Such banners shall each be limited to a gross area of 22 square feet.

The code for temporary signs in a commercial district reads:

Streamers and pennants, except as noted in this subsection, shall be permitted only upon the
occasion of a bona fide opening shortly after the erection or extensive remodeling of a building,
or shortly after a change of form or ownership of the business there. They may be displayed for a
period not to exceed 14 days during the event and they are to be permanently removed within
three days after the end of such occasion. A business may display temporary promotional signs,
including banners, for a maximum of 30 days in a calendar year. Such signs shall not exceed a
total of one square foot of area for each one foot of building frontage occupied by the business, to
a maximum of 40 square feet in gross area displayed at any one time. A permit shall be required.

Staff often uses the “maximum of 30 days in a calendar year” to pertain to any group who requests
temporary signage, public or private. Each group that requests signage often has a unique circumstance
in which a strict interpretation of the code would deny temporary signage. For example, the Munster
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Garden Club would like to promote their “Garden Walk.” Because their event is not at a single
location, they would have to permit at least some of the signage “off site.” Others would like to use
well-trafficked frontage to promote a charitable event or benefit. In each case, their signage would be
denied.

The staff understands the intent of the request to strictly interpret the sign code, but would like the
Town Council to delay the order to strictly enforce the amount of temporary signage that may be
applied for during a given year, location, and the current ordinances. While this evaluation is
underway, the staff requests the relief for temporary signage from the Town Council under the
following conditions:

1. Temporary signage permits must be approved.

2. No sign exceeds forty (40) square feet in any zone.

3. A temporary sign may not be placed in an approved location more than twenty-one (21) days
before the event and must be removed five (5) days after the event.

4. The sign must be placed on the property where the event takes place. If the event is not at a
specific location, or if the event is at multiple locations, the Town Manager shall be authorized
to approve temporary signage in no more than four (4) locations along the public right-of way.

In the next sixty days, the staff will work with the BZA and Plan Commission in constructing new
language for temporary signage that means the aims of controlling temporary signage throughout town.

Recommendation: Approve the allowance of temporary signage under the provided conditions

while the staff consults with the Plan Commission, BZA, and Council on possible revisions to the
signage language.
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MEMO

TO: Tom DeGiulio
FROM: Barbara L. Holajter
DATE: May 15, 2014

RE: Sign Ordinance Concern

We would like to bring to your attention the following concerns regarding the town
signage ordinance and how it is effecting our special events. Attached is our 2014 special
event calendar along with dates, location, number of days for signage, number of signs,
types and sizes.

Munster Parks and Recreation is known for providing quality events throughout the year
that are attended by Munster residents as well as residents from nearby communities. We
take pride in every event that we put on and market these events through our Recreation
Guides, online and through banner placement throughout the town. Our banners this year
are being provided free of charge by Bowman Displays because they recognize and value
our contribution to the community.

We also seek sponsors to help defray the costs of our events and make them affordable
for families of all income levels. Part of the sponsorship package, and one of the reasons
sponsors provide financial aid, is acknowledgment on our banners.

Our events are well-attended because of all of the marketing that we do, which includes
banner placement. We receive the majority of our calls from the signage which shows
that we have an upcoming event. On Saturday, May 3, we hosted our 16™ Annual Car
Show. We did not put out any signage for this event. The results were our food vendors
said that their profits were 30% lower than previous years, our vendor participation was
down by 15%, the display of cars was also down in number and we did not get the usual
crowd. Hence, the lack of signage had an adverse effect on the success of this special
event.

Our first Farmer’s Market took place on Sunday, May 4. We received several complaints
and emails from the participants regarding the lack of signage and low number of
attendees. We have applied for a permit for the Farmer’s Market and have been approved
for 30 days. Under the current ordinance, this permit will allow us to put out signage for
the Farmer’s Market for 30 days, ending in mid-July, while our market runs through
September. Thus, we will not be able to have signage advertising the final two and one
half months of the Farmer’s Market season or any of our other special events.



We understand the need to follow rules and that the ordinance is currently being
reviewed. We simply wanted you to know some background as to why this advertising is
so important to us and the quality of life in our community. The community is used to
seeing our signage and the lack thereof will have an adverse effect on all of our events.

In part, our mission at Munster Parks and Recreation is to provide education and
recreation programs and service which will enhance the physical, social and emotional
well being of all citizens of Munster and the surrounding communities. This is one of the
reasons why people find Munster a desirable community in which to live.

If there is any additional information you need or if you would like us to contribute to
any meetings or focus groups, we would be happy to participate and/or provide you with
additional information.
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Barb Holajter

From: Laura Pramuk

Sent:  Thursday, May 15, 2014 10:39 AM
To: Barb Holajter

Subject: Farmer's Market banners

Barb,

I received a phone call from a Farmer’s Market vendor regarding banners for the event. |asked if | could
transfer the call to your dept but he didn’t want to be transferred he wanted me to listen to him. Anyway he
wanted to make sure the banners were up. | have no idea if there are banners or not and he did not leave a
name or phone number.

Laura
Laura Pramuk

Administrative Secretary
Town of Munster

5/15/2014



Jessica Costello

From: CC's [dave@ccsspecialtyfoods.com]
Sent: Monday, May 12, 2014 12:50 PM
To: Jessica Costello

Subject: Market

Hi Jessica,

I think it's always important to give feedback whether positive or negative for the
betterment of people and business, etc...

Ultimately, I think this will be a great market. It's off to a very slow start though.
Granted, you just came into the position but many people have said they didn't know the
market was here or they just tripped across it. Without the community's support and
signage around town, it will suffer and so will the vendors needed to make it great. I
really hope some signage is erected this week to drive in traffic. Like most of the
businesses at the market, we are full time, not hobbyists and we take these markets very

seriously.

FYI, we have placed our own targeted advertising on Facebook to help drive traffic to the
market. If you make a FB page for the market, you can do the same thing with a very small

budget.
Looking forward to Sunday already.
Best Wishes,

David M. Sacks

Owner

CC's Specialty Foods

Plainfield, IL

630-296-4277
www.ccsspecialtyfoods.com

www . facebook.com/ccsspecialtyfoods

Sent from my iPhone



Jessica Costello

From: Tim brook [timbrookkitchens@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, May 05, 2014 5:14 AM

To: Jessica Costello

Subject: Signage

Hi Jessica

Congrats on our work putting the market together this year. I would suggest you get some
signage up on calumet ave. Last year the big roadside digital sign made a HUGE impact on
attendance because of the size and daily advertising it provided. Thanks for your help!

Chris Timbrook Kitchens

Sent from my iPhone



Munster Parks and Recreation Event Signage - 2014

Name/ Date of Event Location # of Days

# Signs

Type

Size

Winter Bridal Fair
2/13 Centennial Park 14
Signage Located at Centennial Park

Business & Consumer Fair
2/15 Munster High School 14
Signage Located at Munster High School, Community Park, Town Hall

Community Egg Hunts
4/11, 4/12,4/13 Centennial Park 7
Signage Located at Centennial Park

Breakfast with the Bunny
4/12 Centennial Park 7

Signage Located at Centennial Park

Farmer’s Market

5/4,5/11, 5/17, 5/25

6/1, 6/8, 6/15, 6/22, 6/29

7/6, 7/13, 7/20, 7/27

8/3, 8/10, 8/17, 8/24, 8/31

9/7,9/14, 9/21, 9/28 Centennial Park F-SU 66

Signage Located at Centennial Park, Community Park, Stuart Park and Town Hall

Annual Car Show
5/3 Community Park 14
Signage Located at Community Park, Stuart Park, White Oak Park, Town Hall

Cash for Clutter
5/17,9/20 Community Park M-SA 6
Signage Located at Community Park

Movies in the Park
6/9, 7/7,7/21, 8/4 Centennial Park TH-M 25

Signage Located at Centennial Park
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Name/ Date of Event Location # of Days # Signs _Type Size
Music in the Park

6/13,7/18, 8/1, 8/15 Centennial Park M-F 20 2 Banner 4°x6’
Signage Located at Centennial Park

Summer Concert Series (Professionally Painted Wooden Sign)

6/8, 6/22, 7/6, 7/20,

8/3, 8/17 Heritage Park 80 1 Wooden 6’x5’
Signage Located at Heritage Park (Columbia & Ridge Corner)

Independence Day Celebration

7/3 Centennial Park 14 4 Banner 4’x6’
Signage Located at Centennial Park, Community Park, Stuart and Town Hall

The Grape Escape

7/19 Centennial Park 14 3 Banner 4°x6’
Signage Located at Centennial Park, Community Park, Stuart Park

Summer Arts & Crafts Fair w/ “Pooch apalooza”

8/16, 8/17 Centennial Park 14 2 Banner 4’x6’
Signage Located at Centennial Park

Big Wheel 500

9/14 Frank Hammond Park M-F 7 2 Banner 4’x6’
Signage Located at Community Park, Stuart Park

Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair

12/6, 12/7 Munster High School 14 3 Banner 4°x6’
Signage Located at Munster High School, Community Park, Town Hall

Pumpkins, Witches & Hayrides and Monster Dash 5K

10/18 Centennial Park 14 4 Banner 4’x6’
Signage Located at Centennial Park, Community Park, White Oak Park, Town Hall

Bieker Woods Night Walk

10/24, 10/25 Bieker Woods 14 4 Banner 4°x6’

Signage Located at Community Park, White Oak Park, Stuart Park, Town Hall



