TOWN OF MUNSTER

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS MINUTES

FEBRUARY 28, 2012 - 7:00 P.M.
REGULAR MEETING
Call meeting to order.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Richard Lasky, Chairman of the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Roll call. 
Members present:

Others present:



Stuart Friedman

Steven P. Kennedy, Assistant Town Attorney 



Dan Buksa


John Edington, Town Council Liaison


Richard Lasky



Sharon Mayer

Pledge of Allegiance.
Swearing in New Member.  Mr. Kennedy administered the oath to Daniel Buksa, new member of the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Approval of Minutes.  Mr. Friedman made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of December 13, 2011 as presented.  Ms. Mayer seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0 with Mr. Buksa abstaining.
Preliminary Hearings.  
BZA 12-001 - Rosa Santiago, 8 Beverly Place, special use permit for an in home daycare center. 
No representative appeared on behalf of the applicant.   Mr. Buksa moved to continue preliminary hearing to the next meeting with staff to contact the applicant.  Mr. Friedman seconded the motion.  Motion passed 4-0.
BZA 12-002 – Scott and Jill Miller, 8521 Northcote, requesting a variance from accessory structure height requirement.

Jill Miller appeared on behalf of the applicant.  Applicants are requesting to construct a garage at 8521 Northcote which will be 20 feet 8 inches high, exceeding the code allowance of 14 feet.  Mrs. Miller indicated that the garage is intended to replace an old and deteriorating garage constructed in 1968.  She indicated her hardship or practical difficulty is that the parties now have more than two cars and their children are teenagers and the larger garage is necessary to have space for three cars and for storage.  She indicated it will be an improvement being, 7 feet off the property line instead of the current garage which is 5 feet, and that the applicants intends to put a brick façade on the front of the garage to match the house.

Mr. Friedman asked the applicant to confirm that it is a one story garage with no habitable floor above the main level.  Mrs. Miller responded that it is a one story garage with no second story and indicated that it will not have plumbing or any other facility for habitation.  Mr. Buksa asked if any business activity was intended on the premises and Mrs. Miller said no.  Mr. Friedman asked if this matter had been discussed with the neighbors and Mrs. Miller said it had and that the neighbors approve of the proposed garage.

Ms. Mayer made a motion to set the matter for public hearing at the next meeting of the BZA.  Mr. Buksa seconded the motion.  Motion passed 4-0.

Public Hearings.   None
Findings of Fact 

BZA 11-010 - Three Floyds Brewery, 9750 Indiana Parkway.  Ms. Mayer made a motion to approve the findings of fact in BZA 11-010.  Mr. Friedman seconded the motion.  The motion was passed 3-0 with Mr. Buksa abstaining.
Election of 2012 Officers. Mr. Friedman made a motion that Sharon Mayer be named Chairman of the Board of Zoning  Appeals for 2012 and that Mr. Friedman be Vice-Chairman.  Mr. Buksa seconded the motion.  Motion passed by a voice vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed.

Adjournment – Mr. Buksa made a motion for adjournment.  Motion passed unanimously.   The meet was adjourned.

_________________________________________________
_____________

Steven P. Kennedy, Assistant Town Attorney


           Date

