TOWN OF MUNSTER 
PLAN COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING 
DRAFT MINUTES

TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 2012, 7:30 PM
MAIN MEETING ROOM – TOWN HALL
Call Meeting to Order - The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mr. Stuart Friedman, Chairperson of the Plan Commission. 

Roll Call -
Members present:

Members absent:

Staff present:
William F. Baker





Clay Johnson
John Edington






Steve Kennedy

Stuart J. Friedman



Clerk-Treasurer David Shafer
Michael Mellon

Roland Raffin

John Reed

Joseph Simonetto








                    
Swearing in of New Members by Clerk-Treasurer David Shafer

Appointment of Members to the Board of Zoning Appeals  - Mr. Reed moved to make Mike Mellon the elected officials representative to the BZA, supported by Mr. Simonetto.  The motion was approved by those members 3-0.  Mr. Mellon moved to make Stuart Friedman the civilian appointee to the BZA; the motion was supported by Mr. Raffin.  This was approved by a vote of 4-0.
Approval of Minutes – Mr. Simonetto made a motion to approve the January 24, 2012 meeting minutes as amended; Mr. Baker seconded the motion. The motion passed by a vote of 7 to 0.  
Preliminary Hearing – NONE
Public Hearing – NONE  
Site Plan Review – Pima Properties, Harrison-Ridge Square, 435 Ridge Road for Mark O’s Bar and Grill – Mr. Johnson provided background to the reason for bringing the applicant before the Plan Commission this evening.  Mr. Johnson stated that concerns from residents were recognized when this applicant petitioned to have outdoor dining at the facility approximately a year ago.  That petition was ultimately withdrawn.  The applicant, Mr. Mark Oprisko, wanted to continue work at the site to expand the unit for his restaurant facility.  The residents’ concerns remained and several meetings between town council members, Mr. Oprisko, town staff, and the property owner were conducted to try to bring issues to a resolution.  Mr. Johnson further explained that in the most recent meeting, the concerns of the neighboring residents were addressed by having the property owner make certain upgrades to the facility.  Those upgrades pleased the residents and would still bring improvements to the overall appearance of the site.  Additionally, the idea was suggested that the property owner make phased improvements that correspond with the number of tenants he brings in at the site.  As more tenants locate in Harrison-Ridge Square, the greater the scope of improvements to be made.
Mr. Reed stated that as a participant in these meetings, he felt that this solution appeased those residents who are directly affected by the establishment and believed that it provided for “give and take” to allow for improvements to an older, commercial building.  Mr. Reed stated that the residents expressed a desire for the garbage corral to be repaired with a new enclosure and doors that lock, as well as new lights for the parking lots.  Mr. Simonetto added that the railroad ties and concrete bumpers along the perimeter of the parking lot should also be straightened to look more presentable.
Mr. Friedman asked Mr. Oprisko, who was present for the hearing, the timeframe for his interior build out.  Mr. Oprisko stated, that assuming he gets the building permit soon, his grand opening would be in June.  He stated that construction should take about 12 weeks.

Discussion ensued amongst the members regarding the applicability of the site plan and landscape ordinances on single tenants wishing to occupy a building.  The Plan Commission expressed their desire to review the site plan and landscape ordinances and were willing to see what changes may be necessary since the ordinances have been in effect for over two years.  Concerns were raised that the property owner could not fulfill his end of the agreement, and a letter of understanding was requested to be drafted between the Town and the owner agreeing to phased improvements at the site.
Regarding the site plan approval of Mark O’s Bar and Grill, Mr. Reed made the motion to approve the site plan of Mark O’s Bar and Grill contingent upon the following:  
1) Initial improvements at the site

a. A new garbage enclosure with doors that lock

b. New parking lot lighting

c. The repair of the concrete bumpers and railroad timbers that surround the parking lot.

2) A letter of agreement to be signed between the Town and the property owner agreeing to phased improvements at the site based upon occupancy of the building.

3) The occupancy permit will not be provided until the aforementioned letter is signed between the Town and the property owner.

Mr. Simonetto supported the motion.  The motion carried 6-1.  Mr. Mellon voted nay.

Additional Items for Discussion – NONE
Findings of Fact – NONE
Mr. Simonetto motioned to adjourn, and the meeting adjourned at approximately 8:45 PM.

The next regular meeting of the Plan Commission will be held on April 10, 2012 at 7:30 PM.
__________________________________________________
________________
Chairperson, Munster Plan Commission
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