TOWN OF MUNSTER 
PLAN COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2012, 7:30 PM
MAIN MEETING ROOM – TOWN HALL
Call Meeting to Order - The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mr. Stuart Friedman, Vice Chairperson of the Plan Commission. 

Roll Call -
Members present:

Members absent:

Staff present:
William F. Baker





Clay Johnson
John Edington




Clerk-Treasurer David Shafer
Stuart J. Friedman




Roland Raffin

John Reed

Joseph Simonetto








                    
Swearing in of New Members by Clerk-Treasurer David Shafer

Election of Officers  - Mr. Reed moved to make Stuart Friedman Chairman of the Plan Commission for 2012, supported by Mr. Baker.  The motion was approved 5-0; Mr. Friedman abstained.  Mr. Raffin moved to make William Baker Vice Chairman of the Plan Commission for 2012; the motion was supported by Mr. Reed.  This was approved by a vote of 5-0; Mr. Baker abstained.
Approval of Minutes – Mr. Baker made a motion to approve the December 13, 2011 meeting minutes as presented; Mr. Baker seconded the motion. The motion passed by a vote of 7 to 0.  
Preliminary Hearing – NONE
Public Hearing – NONE  
Site Plan Review – NONE
Additional Items for Discussion – Lake Business Center –Façade Approval of North Office Building – During the discussion, Mr. Friedman recused himself from voting due to his law firm doing work for Simborg Development, owners of the Lake Business Center.  Mr. Mike Brecklaw, architect for the remodeling of this phase was present to speak on the topic.  Mr. Brecklaw addressed the potential changes in the site plan due to the possible securing of a large grocer.  Much of the retail phase sits still in flux without the confirmation of the grocer.  Some outlots have interested tenants, but nothing is concrete at this point.  Mr. Brecklaw indicated that the current practice in the real estate market is to build to suit a tenant after a commitment, rather than build a prospective building in the hopes of attracting someone.
Mr. Brecklaw also explained that the site is being re-graded to not only bring the building to ADA compliance, but also to add visual interest to the site and help screen some of the warehouse façade.

Mr. Johnson passed out photos of the proposed façade.  These pictures were taken at an open house for Plan Commission/Town Council members to view the proposed façade.  The pictures show a smooth cut, limestone, bronze painted metal window panes, and brown metal façade to match the brick.  The limestone comes from a quarry in Minnesota and has a slight pink flush look.  Mr. Brecklaw stated that this type palette would be used to try to give the entire campus a comprehensive feel.  Rough cut limestone may be used on site to enclose planters for landscaping.
Mr. Raffin suggested that the architect look into landscape lighting to provide an attractive look on the site.  He warned against being too bright, like the lights at the DaVita Dialysis site.

Mr. Simonetto stated that the site plan that is being shown was vastly different from what was previously approved.  Mr. Johnson stated that the scope of this approval was limited to the façade of the building, but as the owner gets confirmed tenants the site plan can be amended to accommodate changes.

After viewing the proposed façade materials, Mr. Simonetto moved to approve the façade for the north office building at the Lake Business Center site.  The motion was supported by Mr. Raffin.  This motion was approved 5-0 with Mr. Friedman abstaining.
Findings of Fact – NONE
Mr. Simonetto motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Baker and the meeting adjourned at approximately 8:30 PM.

The next regular meeting of the Plan Commission will be held on February 28, 2012 at 7:30 PM.
__________________________________________________
________________
Chairperson, Munster Plan Commission
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